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Subject:  " SANTA  CLAUS  GETS  BUSY."  Information  from  the  Farm  Security  Administra- 
tion, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Santa  Claus  is  busy  these  days  -  busy  as  a  kitten  on  a  tin  roof.  Christmas 
is  coming  and  he  doesn't  want  his  reindeer  prancing  around  with  an  empty  sleigh. 
So  he' s  working  overtime  to  get  things  ready  for  the  slide  down  the  chimney.  He 
has  lots  of  mothers  helping  him  too.    Naturally  he's  too  busy  to  do  all  the  work 
himself,  so  he  has  lined  up  assistants  all  over  the  country. 

The  Earm  Security  Administration  tells  today  some  of  the  things  women  in  its 
borrower  families  are  doing  to  help  Santa.     These  women  are  making  toys  -  and  between 
you  and  me,  some  are  doing  such  good  jobs  they're  likely  to  get  whisked  away  to  the 
North  Pole  to  work  full  time. 

One  is  a  woman  who  makes  doll  cradles  from  oatmeal  boxes.     She  has  made  two 
for  her  own  little  girls  and  one  for  a  niece.    All  she  does  is  get  the  round  paste- 
board box  rolled  oats  come  in,  lay  it  lengthwise  on  the  table,  and  cut  half  the 
side  from  it.     She  leaves  the  bottom  attached  and  pastes  the  lid  back  on  to  make 
a  neat  round  head  and  foot.     The  cradle  will  even  rock.     She  covers  it  with  paper 
from  a  catalog  of  wallpaper  samples,  which  not  only  makes  it  look  nice  but  makes 
it  last  longer.     Finally,  she  makes  a  fluffy  little  ruffled  canopy  at  the  head,  and 
a  little  mattress  and  pillow  for  the  bottom. 

Sometimes  when  she  makes  a.  cradle  that  looks  too  lonely  empty,  she  makes  a 
a  doll  for  it.     One  time  she  made  two  dolls  -  she  called  them  the  "clothespin  twins" 
because  they  were  made  from  clothespins.     She  dressed  them  in  long  white  dresses 
and  tied  the  dresses  around  the  neck  with  tiny  pink  and  blue  ribbons.     Then  she 
painted  faces  on  the  little  round  heads  and  made  some  hair  with  a  brown  crayola. 
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One  of  the  dolls  had  wide-open  eyes  and  the  other  had  sleepy  shut-eyes. 

Another  Santa  Claus  helper  makes  a  "big  doll  cradle  from  a  splint-woven 
"basket  and  a  couple  of  wooden  coat  hangers.     She  puts  heavy  cardboard  in  the  "bottom 
of  the  "basket  so  she  will  have  something  strong  to  nail  to.     Then  she  takes  the 
wire  hook  out  of  the  wooden  hangers,  turns  the  hangers  uoside  down  for  rockers.,  and 
nails  them  firmly  to  the  basket  with  carpet  tacks.     She  leaves    the  handles  on  so 
the  cradle  can  "be  carried  as  well  as  rocked.     A  neat  coat  of  varnish  completes  the 
job. 

Some  women  make  doll  tables  from  cigar  boxes  and  clothespins.     They  just  take 
the  lids  off  flat  cigar  boxes  and  fasten  clothespins  at  the  corners.    When  they 
turn  the  boxes  upside  down,  they  stand  firmly  on  their  own  four  le-es  and  -  if 
painted  bright  colors  -  look  pretty  as  June  bugsi 

Still  other  women  make  soft  toys  for  children.     They  take  ra.gs  from  the  rag- 
bag and  make  cats,  dogs,  rabbits  and  other  animals.      They  also  make  dolls.  One 
woman  made  sone  little  animals  from  a  pair  of  old  corduroy  trousers  her  husband 
discarded.     She  drew  patterns  on  paper  and  cut  her  cloth  from  the  patterns.  Then 
she  sewed  the  pieces  together  and  stuffed  them  with  cotton  and  wool  from  an  old 
quilt.     She  embroidered    a.  nose  and  mouth  with  red  thread,  and  sewed  on  shiny  buttons 
for  eyes.     She  was  careful  in  sewing  on  eyes  to  pad  the  cloth  underneath  -  to  keep 
the  children  from  pulling  off  the  buttons  and  tearing  the  cloth. 

Some  women  make  soft  toys  from  oil  cloth.     They  buy  it  new,  get  it  in  remnants, 
or  use  good  parts  of  old  cloth  worn  out  on  kitchen  tables  or  cupboard  shelves.  They 
say  they  can  always  find  enough  for  several  toys,  and  they  particularly  like  these 
toys  because  they  are  so  easy  to  keep  clean.    A  soapy  water  bath  now  and  then  makes 
them  look  like  new. 

Some  of  Santa  Claus'  assistants  are  tro?king  on  wooden  toys.     Several  take 
soft  plywood  or  beaver  board  and  carve  out  parts  for  wagons,  wheelbarrows,  carts, 
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and  small  animals.     Sometimes  they  meant  animals  on  little  platforms  to  make  pull 
toys  -  using  spools  for  wheels.    Many  cut  "building  blocks  from  pieces  of  wood,  and 
sandpaper  or  pla.ne  the  edges  to  keep  sharp  splinters  from  hurting  tiny  fingers. 

Others  make  simple  playthings  like  tinker  toy  dolls  from  spools  of  different 
sizes  strong  on  thread,  handballs  from  strips  of  cloth  or  string  wound  tightly,  and 
bean  bags  sewn  from  scraps  of  material.     Some  make  rattles  from  little  "boxes  or 
small  tin  cans .     They  put  pebbles  in  the  boxes  or  cans  and  fasten  the  tops  on  with 
adhesive  tape.     Some  make  "nests  of  cans"  -  several  cans  fitting  inside  each  other. 
They  take  several  cans  the  same  height  but  different  sizes,  hammer  down  the  rough 
edges,  and  paint  them  gay  colors. 

One  woman  is  particularly  good  at  making  cut-up  puzzles  for  her  youngsters. 
She  pastes  pretty  pictures  from  catalogs  or  magazines  onto  he^vy  cardboard  or  thin 
soft  wood,  and  when  they  are  dry,  cuts  them  uo  into  different  shapes.     She  cuts  all 
the  pieces  on  straight  lines  because  curly-cues  and  zig-zags  are  hard  to  manage 
with  ordinary  tools. 

Some  women  are  making  scrap  "books  for  Santa  to  "bring.     They  are  taking  paste- 
board, cutting  it  up  the  right  size,  and  covering  it  with  cloth  or  pictures.  They 
are  inserting  blank  pages  -  which  are  often  nothing  more  than  "brown  wrapping  paper 
saved  from  parcels  pressed  flat  with  a  warm  iron,  and  cut  into  even  shapes  and  sizes. 
They  "bind  these  together  with  a  shoestring    or  cordstring  and  that's  all. 

The  last  item  Farm  Security  has  time  to  describe  today  is  a  toy  set  made  from 
toothpicks  and  cos>ked  dry  peas;    The  -.children  take  the  toothpicks  and  stick  them 
in  the  peas  to  form  all  sorts  of  funny  men,     queer  animals,  and  fences,  "barns,  and 
houses.     Sometimes  even  Mother  and  Dad  like  to  try  their  luck  with  making  pea  and 
toothpick  toys  

Well,  naybe  Santa  has  asked  YOU  to  help  him  this  year.     If  so,  and  you've 
been  racking  your  brain  for  ideas,  maybe  the  methods  of  Farm  Security  borrowers  will 
help  you.  fff 


